










 

                Vision 2025 Focus Area:  CONNECTED GREENVILLE

Each quarter, Greenville Forward focuses on one 
of its six main Vision areas as seen in the graphic 
to the right.  This quarter, we are focusing on 
Connected Greenville.    

The Connected Greenville vision is more 
complicated than some of the other focus areas, 
but it is also one of the most important.

Connectedness means many things, but for the 
vision, we are focusing on creating and inspiring 
a Greenville with a multi-modal, vibrant and 
inclusive transportation system, including a series 
of bus and train links, walking trails, bike trails, pedestrian corridors, and transportation choices 
that minimize the need for vehicles.   

We dream of a Greenville County where government and elected officals collaborate with each 
other, where services are shared and consolidated, and where the electorate is educated and 
informed.  

We dream of a Greenville where municipalities plan with each other in developing land use and 
comprehensive plans.  We dream of a Greenville where entrances into communities are attractive, 
and sprawl and growth is planned.

GREENVILLE’S CONNECTIONS 
THROUGH TRANSPORTATION, 
GOVERNMENT, AND ENGAGEMENT
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Mayor, City of Mauldin

The times that we currently live 
in are filled with battles of one 
party ideology, special interests 
and concerns pitted against one 
another.  Headlines are full of 
international unrest, domestic struggles with 
budgets, and conflicted levels of responsibility 
and authority. 

What does not receive major attention are the 
collaborative and mutually beneficial efforts 
that occur daily throughout jurisdictions. 
Locally, the effort of the Greenville County 
Recreation Department with the municipalities 
and a variety of jurisdictions has resulted in 
the Swamp Rabbit Trail.  The public/private 
collaboration of non-profits yields recreational 
arts and public safety partnering.  Greenville 
County and the City of Mauldin are partnering 

with a 10-year plan to enhance fire safety 
for portions of the municipality and county 
residents.  Opportunities for productive, 
positive growth are magnified when the spirit 
of collaboration of various entities is employed 
to the benefit of the greater geographic area.  
Examples include GPATS (Greenville Pickens 
Area Transportation Study), ACOG (Appalachian 
Council of Governments), Ten at the Top, 
Upstate Alliance, and GADC (Greenville Area 
Development Corporation).

Ongoing efforts for supporting collaboration 
occur with GADC (helping to secure business 
interest and employment to our area), Ten at 
the Top and Upstate Alliance fostering specific 
interest in the Upstate region, and GPATS 
bringing together a variety of municipal and 
county concerns to support positive growth 
development. 
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Congratulations to our HeadStrong Intern 
Carrie Tian, who will be attending Harvard 
University in the Fall.  Joining past intern 
Damaris Taylor, we now have two Harvard 
students as Greenville Forward intern alumni.

Board member Rita Barker and her husband, 
Jacob, welcomed their newest baby 
addition. In addition, Rita has been named a 
shareholder of Wyche, that is celebrating its 
90th year.

Board member Lori Center’s employer Bon 
Secours St. Francis Health System just won 
the 2011 National Practice Greenhealth 
Environmental Leadership Circle Award.

Greenville was just named the “#1 Micro City 
of the Future” by FDi Magazine, and one 
of the “18 Coolest Places to Live” by Men’s 
Journal.

New board member Chris Riley has been 
named to the Board of Directors of the 
Greenville Area Development Corporation.

Congratulations to Brock Koonce on his 
recent engagement to Staci Dillard.  He 
was also a finalist for the Chamber’s Young 
Professional of the Year.

Vision Matters Guest Spotlight:  Connectedness
The cuts to local government funding, the 
economic downturn, and the challenging 
demands that accompany continuing growth 
in the upstate region, require creative and 
imaginative efforts in intergovernmental 
collaborations and cooperation, now more than 
ever. 

Greenville Forward has proven to be an 
instrument in facilitating that climate of 
collaboration and creativity with many activities 
including the updating of Vision 2025 progress, 
studies regarding student retention and the 
culture of learning, interesting discussions in 
their Momentum series, as well as specific films 
of interest and topics, and honoring our local 
homegrown Heroes Next Door. 
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Regional multi-modal system of connectivity.  The Greenville Transit  
Authority is now being run by the City of Greenville and is improving 
considerably.  The Downtown Trolley is being widely used.  The Swamp 
Rabbit Trail is near completion  from Travelers Rest to Lake Conestee.  
However, bus ridership continues to be low, and a regional plan for 
transportation has yet to be developed.  A second runway at GSP has 
not been considered at this time.

Creation of a long range strategic plan for transportation. In March 
2010, GPATS (Greenville Pickens Area Transportation Study) released 
“Multimodal Transit Corridor Alternatives Feasibility Study.”  The report 
is the basis for a revitalized and streamlined plan for transportation in 
the County.  Additionally, Greenville Transit Authority/GreenLink has 
also developed a strategic plan.

All airports in the Upstate are vibrant and working together.  The 
entry of Southwest Airlines into GSP has already reduced fares and 
increased airport usage.  SCTAC continues to be a hub for business.  The 
Downtown Airport is working to become more highly utilized.

Bicycling is integrated into the community. The City of Greenville 
is working to become “Bikeville.”  The Swamp Rabbit Trail has created 
a network of biking trails, and spur trails into Mauldin and Fountain 
Inn are being discussed.  Greenville’s place as a cycling community 
continues to grow.  The U.S. Pro Cycling Championship has also helped 
give Greenville a “bike friendly” image.

Greenville is pedestrian friendly and less “car dependent.” The 
Swamp Rabbit Trail has helped “walkability,” several municipalities 
have created pedestrian friendly downtowns, and the County has 
worked to enhance development guidelines that limit sprawl. However, 
Greenvillians are still highly dependent on their cars to get from one 
place to another.  

Progress on CONNECTED Projects
Greenville Forward currently tracks 425 visions cited in the Vision 2025 document;  
46 of these visions are related to Connected Greenville.  We are tracking 34 visions 
related to transportation, 12 visions related to government, and 12 visions related to 
planning.

Below is the status of some of the most important visions related to “Connectedness.”

Transportation Smart Planning

Greenville adopts a comprehensive land use plan.  As part of the 
Comprehensive Plan, the Land Use Plan promotes more open space, 
preservation of farm land, mixed use development, higher densities 
along future transportation nodes, and encourages developments that 
address pedestrian needs and adopt “Smart Growth” principles.

Local governments work and plan together.  The Greenville County 
Planning Department helped several municipalities develop their 
comprehensive plans.

Consolidation of special purpose districts.  About a year ago, some 
talk emerged between recreation departments about shared services, 
but no real progress has been made in the conversation about special 
purpose district consolidation.

Beautify main corridors.  The Pleasantburg/University Center corridor 
and the entrance into Greenville by I-385 have been landscaped and 
improved.  Church Street is in the process of being improved.  Several of 
the other corridors including Mauldin Road and Poinsett Highway are 
still in need.   

Government

Significant Progress

Some Progress

Little Progress

Local governments are a national model of efficiency and 
embrace the spirit of innovative government.  The county and each 
municipality has governing bodies that work together.  Greenville 
still struggles with measuring this, and with achieving it.  The vision 
for a County Council at-large elected chair, and for greater at-large 
representation has not been a topic of recent conversation.

Government is derived from an informed, active electorate.  In the 
2008 Presidential Elections, over 75% of the electorate in Greenville 
County voted, achieving one of the vision items.  

The community holds all elected representatives in high esteem.  
Unfortunately, in a survey Greenville Forward recently conducted, only 
14% of the population believes elected officials are held accountable 
for their actions.

Key to Progress

The Vision.  A well-planned transportation system allows motorists within the 
Upstate to access jobs, shopping, entertainment events and allows businesses 
access to the employees, goods and services they need to flourish.  A multi-
modal transportation system provides an efficient, effective, safe and interrelated 
transportation system that includes roads, mass transit, aviation, rail, bicycle and 
pedestrian ways needed for mobility in the rapidly growing Upstate South Carolina.  
This multi-modal transportation system will serve as a catalyst for economic growth 
and prosperity.

The Vision.  Greenville, through its local governments, is a national model for 
efficiency, involvement of the electorate, and service to taxpayers.

The Vision.  Greenville County is considered the premier location for new industry 
because of its public services and its reputation for high quality of life resulting from 
a commitment to comprehensive planning.



Key Events
A Collection of Highlights from the Comprehensive Calendar
www.greenvilleforward.com/calendar

 May
13-15	 Artisphere

28-30	 US Pro Cycle Championship
	 Freedom Weekend Aloft 

16 	 	 Conservation Coffee

19-22 	 BMW Charity Pro-Am 		

27-28	 Scottish Games 

28-30	 US Pro Cycle Championship
	 Freedom Weekend Aloft

31		  Challenge Series: Handmade Nation
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Scan the barcode 
to go directly to our 
website.

Be Part of Making History

In August, we are launching the 
Greenville Forward Membership 
Campaign to help Greenville become 
more connected and to be part of 
making history in Greenville.  

Stay tuned.  More information to 
come.

June

10	 Momentum: Milltown to Willtown

19-23	 Chautauqua

Our mission is to enhance the quality of life 
for greater Greenville by engaging citizens 
in continually updating, promoting, and 
facilitating a community vision for 2025 and 
beyond.


