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International Task Force
Meeting Notes

 February 22, 2011
Greenville Forward Office

8:30AM
Attendance: David Esch, Klaus Westerwelle, Diane Clarke-Kudless, John Bennett, Bianca Walker
Welcome

Chair, David Esch, opened the meeting by welcoming new member Bianca Walker to the task force.  
John Bennet – Gville Tech
Middle Eastern Studies Conference.  

April 7th – 9th.  Aimed at teaching Middle Eastern Studies at community colleges K-12. The conference will begin on the afternoon of the 7th and will conclude the afternoon of the 9th.  Professor John Woods from University of Chicago is coming down as key-note speaker

On the evening of Thursday, April 7th, Fadi Elsalameen will present on ongoing events in the Arab world.  His intention is to provide a context to the many regional uprisings which are now just beginning to bubble to the surface.  

The second talk will take place on the evening of Friday, April 8th.  Rinnie Porat of the Jewish National Fund will speak about Israeli-Egyptian relations.  Mr. Porat is the former Israeli Consul to Cairo and is therefore well suited to speak on the topic.  

For more information about the conference, go to:

http://www.gvltec.edu/middle-east-conference/
Sister Cities

At the 2011 Annual Meeting, the GSCI Officers presented the following awards for exceptional service:

· Volunteer of the Year – Zhigang Tian by Bruce Eason

· Leadership Inspiration – Jane Cahaly by Elizabeth Lyons

· Community Partnership – Rotary Club of Greenville by Steve Cooper

· President’s Award – The Children’s Museum by President Clarke-Kudless

They have received a number of Youth Diplomacy applications and will be working with these applicants on behalf of a May 2011 selection date. 

The Bergamo City Team is considering a relationship visit this year, as they have been able to reengage local community interest after the visits by Greenville residents Bob Moran and David Esch this past year.  

JL Mann has a student exchange group arriving on February 23, for a two week exchange visit hosted by Red and Jennifer Cook.  Together with Alliance Francaise, we are hoping to support their local activities.  

In cooperation with their Chinese community partners, they are working with The Children’s Theatre to provide a cultural exhibit to coincide with the MULAN performances in April. 

Monique Glass

Carolinas Association of Translators and Interpreters (CATI) a chapter member of the American Translators and Interpreters Association (ATA) will have their 24th Annual Conference at USC Upstate, 800 University Way in Spartanburg on Saturday April 9, 2011.  Visit www.catiweb.org/conference2011.htm
The ATA Certification Exam will take place Sunday, April 10, 2011, 9:30 – 1:00pm at USC Library (Builidng #002) – Tukey Theater

Events

Soiree Mardi Gras

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

7:30 – 9:30

Salsatheque

106 Ea. Beacon Dr, Greenville (near chic-fil-a off Pelham Road)

Midsummer and Mardi Gras

Saturday, March 5th, 2011
Warehouse Theatre
Come see A Midsummer Nights Dream and stay for the Mardi Gras party. 

Passport for Decadence.

April 1, 2011

Westin Hotel 

International Desert Affair

Waiting for Superman

March 7th and 8th, 2011

Warehouse Theatre

6:30 – 9:30  

Screening of Documentary with follow up discussion by Russell Stall

Next Meeting

March 22, 2011

8:30 – 9:30
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