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International Task Force
Meeting Notes

 May 25, 2010
Greenville Forward Office

8:00AM
Attendees: Rosemary Bomar, David Esch, Veena Khandke, Chirinjev Peterson, Diane Clarke-Kudless, Wendy Anthony, Marko Huttunen, Mey Hasibaun, Stijn Van de Velde, Craig Lundgren
Welcome
Welcome to Diane Clarke-Kudless, new President of Greenville Sister Cities.  She has recently joined our International Task Force.

David Esch is now a full time resident of Greenville, SC.  For many years, David and his wife Sylvia have been commuting between Greenville and Washington DC.  Please congratulate David. We are very lucky to have them here!

Meeting Time
Group began discussing a possible meeting time change from 8AM to 9AM.  The group decided that 8:30 would be a better time to meet.  We will try meeting at 8:30 for June. 

Discussion was also had about not meeting in July and/or August.  The group decided to take July off due to vacations, etc.  

Import/Export 
Where is there import/export data from SC?  David is working on something for Chirinjev and is searching for that data. The project is about looking for SC businesses that deal with the Middle East.  

International Center

World Cub inauguration event.  U.S. vs. England.  West End Poinsett.  June 12, 2PM. 

Summer Camp starts on June 14th.  Ages 5-10.  Countries of focus:  Kenya, Middle East, Peru, China, Finland.  

Wendy is updating her country contacts.  If you can provide names for the following countries, please email Wendy. 

Need contact for:

India, Taiwan, Australia, Romania and Greece

Gallery of Indonesia

Bali:  The Paradise Island

June 3rd.  6:30. Hughes Main Library, Meeting Room C.

Experience the riches, natural beauty and culture of the island nation of Bali, featured in the bestselling novel Eat, Pray, Love by Elizabeth Gilbert.  

Call 527-9293.
Greenville Tech

15% cut in revenue from the State.  

For the first time international education is being mentioned in the strategic plan and the future of the institution.  They want to set up a faculty exchange program.  They are currently exploring which country to do it with and are thinking maybe China.  If anyone can think of a college to partner with, please let Chirinjev know.  

19 new students coming in the fall. Turkey, Pakistan, South Africa are all included.  But, the budget is still being cut by $6K a student.  The plan is to possibly cut the program to 6 months instead of 12 months. 

Another focus is to have some visuals around the campus to represent internationals.  They are working with the college to discuss possibilities.  

Sister Cities

With the new change in presidency, they have gotten a little bit of a shot in the arm. 

They are working on a new website design.  They are exploring ways to better connect with the community.  They are interested in a common database that would house information on all non-profits in Greenville County.  

They are putting together a Citizen Diplomacy Program.  This will help inform people about citizen diplomacy.  

Next Meetings

June 22nd @ 8:30 – Greenville Forward

NO JULY MEETING

August 24th @ 8:30 – Greenville Forward

September 28th @ 8:30 – Greenville Forward

October 26th @ 8:30 – Greenville Forward

November 23rd @ 8:30 – Greenville Forward

December 28th @ 8:30 – Greenville Forward (TENTATIVE)
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