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Environment Task Force

Meeting Notes

August 27th, 2010
Greenville Forward

Attendees:  Sandra Yudice, John Tynan, Rita Barker, Frank Powell 

Conservation Coffees

At the last task force meeting, the group discussed hosting an event to bring together all the groups and individuals that concentrated on conservation issues.  The idea is to provide a forum for casual conversation to discuss conservation issues in our community and how they are being addressed by different groups.  

John Tynan, Kate Hofler and Brock Koonce met to discuss how the program would work.  Below is a rough outline for the program: 

The role of conservation coffees is to bring together groups that focus on conservation issues for a morning of networking and collaboration.  A laid back atmosphere where individuals can share updates and/or talk about their specific area.

Too many times in our community, we come across groups that are not talking to one another.  Because of this, we miss out on opportunities to collaborate, to streamline efforts, to learn more about our community and to simply share a conversation with individuals who share a passion.

Conservation Coffees are an opportunity for networking and social interaction.  In a loose environment, over coffee at Greenville Forward World Headquarters, the attendees can share ideas and thoughts as well as play a part in the future of Greenville.

The overall goal is to solidify coordination and cooperation between conservation non-profits in Greenville County.

Each session is from 8AM – 9AM at Greenville Forward.  The format is a drop-in, but everyone is encouraged to come for the whole time.  The topics that can be addressed are air, water, land, food, etc.  Coffee, tea, water, OJ, muffins and fruit will be provided (sponsorship or funds to come, hopefully).

First Session:

September 23rd, 2010

8:00AM

The tentative plan is to host these bi-monthly, beginning in September.  Greenville Forward will design an invitation and work with the task force to develop the invitee list.

One idea is to have each session concentrate on a different area, i.e. air, water, land, food, etc.  Individuals that work in those specific areas would be invited to those sessions.  The first, overall session will be across the board.

Discussion will continue from the task force.

The group made some points:  

· Thinking points should be established beforehand and delivered to invitees


· The invitees need to be the mid-level/program managers for these organizations, not the ED’s. 


· The list will be formed from the task force’s list of contacts.  Each member will send Greenville Forward a list of contact names to add to the overall list.  


· After each session, an email will go out to the group of attendees with the contact information of each person that attended so that further conversation is encouraged.  


· The first session will be on September 23rd at 8:30.  There could be a potential conflict with the Water Conference happening that same day.  John Tynan is going to find out and report to the task force if it is a conflict.  


· Eventually, a sponsor to cover costs of coffee, etc. would be great to have.  Greenville Forward will cover costs now.  


· At 8:40, an announcement will be made for all attendees to share current events/ updates on conservation issues they are involved with.  

Environment Vision Survey

Brock discussed an updating of Vision 2025.  Greenville Forward has pulled action items from each vision and added them into one document.  The purpose of doing this is to be able to report to the community the current status of specific items of interest in the Vision. 

Along with this update, they plan to provide a corresponding rate on the progress to completion.  This rating system in on a 1 – 10 point scale, with 1=No Progress and 10=Completed. 

To accumulate these results and ratings, Greenville Forward has created a survey that has the rating system for each item and a comments section for respondents to include current status and who is responsible.  

The update needs to come from staff members and not just from Greenville Forward employees.  

The survey link is below:

http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/WEB22B4X7XCQDC
Green Ribbon Committee 
The City of Greenville has started the Green Ribbon Committee which will take environmental recommendations and give them structure and report plans and action steps to the Mayor and City Manager. 

Below is more information.  NOTE:  TODAY IS THE LAST DAY TO APPLY.
Here's your chance to promote sustainability in the City of Greenville!
The City of Greenville has recently established a Green Ribbon Advisory Committee to advise City Council on sustainability and environmental issues and to assist in the development of a Sustainability and Climate Action Plan for the City. Members will serve staggered terms of two years each.

Preference will be given to citizens who live or work in the City of Greenville and demonstrate an interest in sustainable practices. To read the establishing ordinance, click here. The deadline to apply to serve on the Committee is August 27 -- only three days away! Council will review the applications on August 30. The online application can be found here.

Indicators Project

Russell gave a very brief update of the Indicators Project.  The plan is to release the first round in the first quarter of 2011.  The first one will be on education. 

The plan is to take the 200+ indicators we have now and narrow them down to 10 – 12 of the top indicators to make a more manageable list. 

Updates
· Upstate Forever has an event coming up.  Details below:


Roz Savage, Ocean Rower

Date: Thursday, September 9 Time: 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Cost: $20, includes lunch The Westin Poinsett, 120 S. Main Street, Greenville, SC

Roz Savage is a British ocean rower, author, motivational speaker, and environmental campaigner. She has rowed solo across the Atlantic Ocean and is the first woman to complete a solo row across the Pacific. Upstate Forever is thrilled to host Roz for an exclusive lunch at the Westin Poinsett! Roz will speak and show films about her various journeys as well as present her inspiring message of environmental conservation and preservation. Attendees will be treated to lunch and will have the opportunity to buy signed copies of Roz's book, Rowing the Atlantic: Lessons Learned on the Open Ocean. To register for this event click the "Buy Now" button below. Tickets will NOT be mailed; your name will appear on a list at the door. If you have questions about the event, please contact Kirbie Crowe at kcrowe@upstateforever.org.

· Stay updated with the Furman Calendar.  There are a lot of great things coming up soon. 

· Russell gave an update on a new project of Greenville Forward and Healthy Kids, Healthy Greenville.  The project is Gardening for Good, and will be a network of community gardens and urban farms around the county.  These farms and gardens will not be organically certified, but will use organic techniques and processes.  There are not real details as of this point, but Greenville Forward will keep everyone posted. 

· Sandra updated the group on air quality.  The EPA has recently announced that it has delayed the new standards announcement until October. 
Next Meeting 

October 27th, 2010

Noon
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